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of, The Diſpute adjuſted, about 
the proper Time . applying for- 


a Repeal | of the Corporation and 
Teſt Acts: By ſberving, that no 


Time is proper. By the Reve- 
rend Father in God, Edmund Lord 


Biſhop. of London. To which 
will be added, The Advantage, 1 


propoſed by repealing the Sacra- 
mental Teſt *. As alſo, fome UC 


ries relating thereto ; never before 


pubhſhed. By the Reverend Dr. 


Z& D. NB. 


N Tue dey next will be pub 
*  liſh'd by the Printer here- 
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down ſmoother in Exglaml. For, if once their Lig 
 apould ſo ine, the Papiſts, delighted with the Blaze, 


Presbyterians PLEA 


MERIT, . 


have been told in the common 
'News-Papers, that all Attempts are 
to be a is Seſſions by the Pres- 
:byterians, and their Abettors, for 
taking off the Teſt, as a Kind of 
- preparatory ' Step, to make it 


would all come in, and dance about it. This I take 
to be a prudent Method; like that of a diſcreet Phy- 
ſician, who firſt gives a new Medicine to a Deg, before 


be preſcribes it to a human Creature. 


The Presbyterians have, ever ſince the Revolution, 


directed their learned Caſuiſts to employ their Pens an 


this Subject; by ſhewing the Merits and Pretenſions 
| hich, they claim this Juſtice ; as founded u 


theServiees they did towards the Reſtoration of Ki 
TT. = 
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Charles the Second; and at the Revolution, under th 
Prince of Orange. Which Pleas I take to be the moſt 
fiugular, in their Kind, that ever were offered un the 
Face of the Sun, againſt the moſt glaring Light of 
Truth, and againſt a Continuation' of publick Facts, 
known to all Europe for Twenty Years together. I 
ſhall, therefore, impartially examine the Merits and 
Conduct of the Presbyterians, upon thoſe two great 
Events; and the Pretenſions to Favour, which they 
challenge upon them . 


Soon after the Reformation of the Church in Eng- 
land, under Edward the Sixth, upon Queen Mary's ſuc- 
ceeding to the Crown, who reſtored Pepery; many Pro- 
reſtants fled out of England, to eſcape the Perſecution 
raiſed againſt the Church, as her — had left it 


eſtabliſned. Some of theſe Exiles went to Geneva; 


which City had received the Doctrine of Calvin, and 


rejected the Government of Biſhops; with many other 


Refinements. Theſe Engliſb Exiles d embraced 
The Geneva Syſtem; and having added further Im- 
provements of their own, upon Queen Mary's Death 


returned to England; where they preached up their 


new Opinions; inveighing bitterly againſt Epiſcopacy, 
and all Rites and Ceremonies, however innocent and 
ancient in the' Church : Building upon this Founda- 
tion; to run as far as poſſible from Popery, even in the 
moſt minute and indifferent Circumſtances : This 
Faction, under the Name of Puritan, became very 
turbulent, during the whole Reign of Queen Elizabeth ; 
and were always e by that wiſe Queen, as 
well as by her two Succeſſors. However, their Num- 


bers, as well as their Inſolence and Perverſeneſs, ſo far 


increaſed, that ſoon after the Death of King James 
the Firſt, many Inſtances of their Petulancy and Scur- 


-.. Tility,. are to be ſeen in their Pamphlets, written for 


fome Years after; which was a Trade they began in 
rhe Days of Queen Elizabeth: Particularly with great 
Rancour againſt the Biſhops, the Habits, and the Ce- 
11 : — nenn E we 1 Ms 3 nemonies: 


E 

remonies e Such was that ſcurrilous Libel under the 
Title of Martin Mar- Prelate, and ſeveral others. And, 
although the Earl of Clarondon tells us, that, until the 
Year 1640, (as I remember) the Kingdom was in a 
State of perfect Peace and Happineſs, without the leaſt 
Appearance of Thought or Deſign, towards making 
any Alterations in Religion or Government; yet I have 
found, by often rumaging for old Books in Little-Bri- 
tain and Ducl- Lane, a great Number of Pamphlets 
printed from the Year 16 30, to 16 40, full of as bold 
and impious railing Expreiſions, againſt the lawful 
Power of the Crown, and the Order of Biſhops, as ever 
were uttered during the Rebellion, or the whole ſub- 
ſequent Tyranny of that Fanatick Anarchy. How- 
ever, I find it manifeſt, that Puritaniſm did not erect it 
ſelf into a new ſeparate Species of Religion, till ſome 
Time after the Rebellion began. For, in the latter 
Times of King James the Firſt, and the former Part 
| of his Son, there were ſeveral Puritan Biſhops, and 

many Puritan private Clergymen ; while N 
as their Inclinations led them, to hear Preachers of 
each Party in the Pariſh Churches. For the Puritan 
Clergy had received Epiſcopal Orders as well as the 
reſt. But, ſoon after the Rebellion broke out, the 
Term Puritan gradually dropt, and that of Presbyterian 
fucceeded ; which Sect was, in two or three Years, 
eſtabliſhed in all its Forms, by what they call an Or- 
dinance of the Lords and Commons, without conſult- 
ing the King; who was then at War againſt his Re- 
bels. And, from this Period, the Church continued 
under Perſecution, till Monarchy was reſtor'd in the 


Year 1600. 


In a Year or two after; we began to hear of a new 
Party riſen, and growing in the Parliament, as well as 
the Army; under the Name of Independent: It ſpready 
indeed, ſomewhat more in the latter; but not equal 
with the Presbyterians, either in Weight or Number, 
till the very Time that the King W 8 
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When the King, who was then a Priſoner in the 
Aſle of Mielu, had made his laſt Conceſſions for a Peace 
to the Commiſſioners of the Parliament, who attend- 
ed him there; upon their Return to Londen, they re- 
ported his Majeſty's Anſwer in the Houſe. Where- 
upon, a Number of moderate Members, who, as Lud- 
tw ſays, had ſecured their own Terms with his Ma- 
iy, managed with ſo much Art, as to obtain a Ma- 
jority, in a thin Houſe, for paſſing a Vote, that the 
King's Conceſſions wwere a Ground for a future Settlement. 
Hut the great Officers of the Army, joining with the 
diſcontented Members, came to a Reſolution, of ex- 
eluding all thoſe who had conſented to that Vote; 
which they executed in a military Way, :{reton told 
Fairfax the General, a rigid Presbyterian, of this Re- 


ſolution; who thereupon iſſued his Orders for draw- 


ing out the Army the next Morning, and 22 
Guards in M eſiminſter Hall, the Court of Regueſti, an 

the Lobby; who, in Obedience to the-General, in 
Conjunction with thoſe Members which had oppoſed 
the Vote, would let no Member enter the Houſe, ex- 
"cept thoſe of their own Pary. Upon which, the 
Queſtion for bringing the King to Juſtice, was imme- 
diately put and carried, without Oppoſition, that I 
-ean find. Then, an Order was made fo his Tryal ; 
the Time and Place appointed; the Judges named; 
of whom Fairfax himſelf was one; although by the 
Advice, or Threats of his Wife, he declined King 
among them. However, by freſh Orders under has 
-own Hand, which I have feen in Print, he appoin- 
ted Guards to artend the Judges at the Tryal, and to 
Keep the City in Quiet; as he did likewiſe to prevent 


any Oppoſition from the People, upon the Day of 


From what I have already deduced, it appears ma- | 
niteſt; that the Differences between thoſe rwo Sects, 
Preahivevien and Ind pendam, did not then amount 1 
0 


Halt ſo much as what there is between a V hig and 
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xy at preſent among us. The Defign of utterly extir- 
. che ang TS Bw. was — the 
ſame in both; evidently the Conſequence of the very 
ſame Principles, upon which the Presbyterians alone 
began, continued; and would have ended in theſame 
Events; if towards the Concluſion, they had not been 
| bearded by that new Party, with whom they could 
not agree about dividing the Spoil. However, they 
held a good Share of Civil and Military Employments 
during the whole Time of the Uſurpation; whoſe 
Names, and Actions, and Preferments, are frequem 
in the Accounts of thoſe Times, For I make no 
doubt, that all the prudent Presbyterians complied in 

roper Seaſons, falling in with the Stream ; and there- 
by got that Share in Employments, which many of 
them held to the Reſtoration; and perhaps too many 
of them after. In the fame Manner, we frid our wi- 
feſt Tories, in both Kingdoms, upon the Change of 
Hands and Meaſures at the Queen's Death, have en- 
deavoured for ſeveral Years, by due Complianees, to- 
recover the Pime they had loſt by a temporary Ob- 
ſtinacy; wherein they have well ſucceeded, — 
to their Degrees of Merit. Of whoſe Names I coul 
here make honourable megtion, if I did not fear it 
might offend their Modeſty. ” 


As to what is alledged, that ſome of the Preibyte- 
rians declared openly againſt the King's Murder, L 
_ it to be frog. Bar, from ue — No 
other can poffibl ned than perfect Spight, 
4 e, and Envy, to 6nd chemſlve deren our of 

ower, a new infant Spawn of [ndependants,. 
fprung trom their own * is true; the Diſſe· 
rences in religious Tenets between them, are very few 
and trifling; the chief Quarreh as far as I remember, 
relating to C ational and National Aſſemblies. 
„wherever Intereſt or Power think fit to interfere, 
little imports what Prineiples the oppeſite Parties 


think bt to charge upon cack other; For, we, fees. 2 
WO | gals 
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this Day, that the Tories are more hated by the whole 
Set of zealous I bige, than the very Papifts them- 
* 


felves; and, in Effect, as much unqualified for the 
ſmalleſt Office: Although, both theſe Parties aſſert 
themſelves to be of the ſame Religion, in all its 
Branches of Doctrine and Diſcipline; and profeſs the 
ſame Loyalty to the ſame Proteftant King, and his 
Heirs. : 


If the Reader would know what became of this Iu- 
dependant Party, upon whom all the Miſchief is 
charged by their Presbyterian Brethren ; he may pleaſe 
to obſerve, that during the whole Uſurpation, they 
contended hy Degrees with their Parent Sect, and, as I 
have already ſaid, ſhared in Employments; and gra- 
dually, after the Reſtoration, mingled with the Maſs 
of Presbyterians; lying ever ſince undiftinguiſhed in 


the Herd of Diſſenters. 


The Presbyterian Merit is of as little Weight, when 
they alledge themſelves inſtrumental rowards the 
King's Reſtoration. The Kingdom grew tired with 
thoſe ridiculous Models of Government: Firſt, by a 
Houſe of Lords and Commons, without a King; then 
without Biſhops; afterwards by a Rump and Lordi 
Temporal; then by a Rump alone : Next by a fingle 
Perſon for Life, in Conjunction with a Council: By 


Agitators : By Major-Generals: By a new Kind of 


Repreſentatives from the three Kingdoms: By the 
Keepers of the Liberties of England; with other 
Schemes that have ſlipt out of my Memory. Cromwell 


was dead; his Son Richard, a weak, ignorant Wretch, 


who gave up his Monarchy much in the ſame Manner 
with the two uſurping Kings of Brentford. The Peo- 

le, haraſſed with Taxes, and other Oppreſſions; the 

ing's Party, then called the Cavaliers, began to re- 
cover their Spirits. The few Nobility ſcattered 
through the Kingdom, who lived in a moſt retired 
Manner, obſerving the Confuſion of Things, 9 no 
beds | onger 
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longer endure to be ridden by Bakers, Cobiers, Brew 
ers, and the like, at the Head of Armies; and plun- 
dering every where like French Dragoons: The Rump 
Aſſembly grew deſpicable to thoſe who had raiſe 
. them. The City of London, exhauſted by almoſt 
Twenty Years rn to their own Ruin, de- 
clared againſt them. The Rump, after many Deaths 
and Reſurrections, was, in the moſt contemptuous 
Manner, kick't out, and burnt in N The ex- 
cluded Members were let in: A free Parſiament called 
in as legal a Manner as the Times would allow; and 
the King reſtored. 


| The fecond Claim of Precbyterian Merit, is founded 
upon. their Services againſt the dangerous Deſigns of 
: | King ares the Second; while that Prince was uſing 
| all his Endeavours to introduce Popery, which he 
openly profeſſed upon his coming to the Crown : To 
this they add, their eminent Services at the Revolution, 
under the Prince of Orange. | | 


Now, the Quantum of Presbyterian Merit, during ring 
the four 23 of that weak, bigotted, and ill- 
adviſed Prince, as well as at the Time of the Revo 
lution, will eaſily be computed}, by a Recourſe to a 
reat Number of Hiſtories, Pamphlets, and publick 
. Þa rs, printed in thoſe Times, and ſome afterwards ; 
beſide the Verbal Teſtimonies of many Perſons yer 
alive, who are old enough to liave known and obſer- 
ved the Diſſenters Conduct in that critical Period, 


It is agreed, that upon King Charles the Second's 
Death, ſoon after his Succeſſor had publickly owned 
himſelf a Roman Catholick; he began with his firſt Ca- 
reſſes to the Church Party; from whom having re- 
ceived very cold diſcouraging Anſwers; he applied to 
the Preilyterian Leaders and Teachers, being adviſed 
by his Prieſts and Pœiſ — that the Belt Me- 
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by taking off the Sacramental Teft, and giving a full 
Liberty of Conſcience to all Religions, (I uppoſe, 
that profeſſed Chriſtianity.) It ſeems, that the Pres 


cond, upon Account of certain Plots, (allowed by Bi- 
ſhop Burnet to be genuine) had been, for a ſhort 
Time, forbid to hold their. Conventicles. Where 
upon, theſe charitable Chriſtians, out of perfect Re- 
ſentment againſt the Church, received the gracious 
Offers of King James with the ſtrongeſt Profeſons of 
Loyalty, and higheſt Acknowledgments for his Far 
vour. I have ſeen ſeveral] of their Addreſſes, full of 
Thanks and Praiſes, with bitter Inſinuations of what 
they had ſuffered ; putting-themſelves and the Papiſts 
upon the ſame Foot; as Fellow-Sufferers for Con- 
ſcience ; and with the Style of, Our Brethren the Ro- 
man Cathclicks. About this Time began the Project of 
Clſeting, (which hath ſince been practiced man 


al Gentlemen of the Kingdom were privately ca- 


Parliament were calle 
Act for rang the Sacramental Teſt, and eſtabliſh- 
ing a general Liberty of Conſcience. But he received 
HS little Encouragement, that, deſpairing of Succeſs, 
he had recourſe to his diſpenſing Power, which the 
Judges had determined to be a Part of his Prerogar 
tive. By Colour of this Determination, he preferred 
ſeveral Presbyterians, and many Papiſis, to Civil and 


buſied, it is.well- known, that Monſieur Fagel, the 
Dutch Envoy in London, delivered the Opinion of the 
Prince and Princeſs of Orange, concerning the Repeal 
of the wy; whereof the King had ſent an Accounr 
to their Highneſles, to know how far they approved 
of it. The Subſtance of their Anſwer, as reported by 


„„ KK § $ 


thod'towards introducing his own Religion, would be 


byterians, in the latter Years of King Charles the Se- 


Times, with more Art and Succeſs). where the princi- 


zechiſed by his Maxty, to know whether, if a new 
„they would agree to paſs an 


Military Employments. While the King was thus 


Hagel, was this; That their Highneſſes thought ver 
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- *:xtll of a Liberty of Conſcience; but by no Means 


© of giving Employments to any other Perſons, than 


© thoſe who were of the National Church. * This O- 
inion was confirmed by ſeveral Reaſons: I cannot 
e more particular, not having the Paper by me, al- 

though it hath been printed in many Accounts of thoſe 


Times. And thus much every moderate Churchman 


would perhaps ſubmit to: But, to truſt any Part of - 
che Civil — the Hands of thoſe whoſe Intereſt, 


nclination, Conſcience, and former Practices have 


been wholly turned to introduce a different Syſtem of 
Religion and Government, hath very few Examples 
in any Chriſtian State; nor =_ at all in Holland, the 
great Patroneſs of Univerſal Toleration. YE, 


VU pon the firſt Intelligence King James received of 


an intended Invaſion by the Prince of Orange; among 


great Numbers of Papifts, to increaſe his Troops, he 
gave Commiſſions 9 Presbyterians ; ſome of 
whom had been Officers under the Rump; and parti- 


23 he placed one Richards, a noted Presbyterian, at 
the He 


ad of a Regiment; who had been Governor of 
Mexford in Cromueſſs Time, and is often mentioned 
by Ludloeu in his Memoirs. This Regiment was raiſed 
in England againſt the Princo of Orange: The Colonel 
made his Son a Captain, whom I knew, and was as 
ealous a Presbyterian as his Father. However at the 
Time of the Prince's Landing, the Father. eaſily fore- 
:eeing how Things would go, went over like many o- 
thers to the Prince, who continued him his Regiment; 
Hut coming over a-Year or twoafter $0-aflift in railing 
the Siege of Derry, he behaved himſelf fo like either 
4 — 5 or a Traytor, that his Regiment was taken 
rom , N 8 


I vill now conſider the Conduct of the Church. Par- 
* during the whole Reign of that unfortunate — 
They were ſo unanimous againſt promiſing topaſs anA 


for 


3 
1 
I: 
S | 
f 


” 4 
ee et 2 ” — 
. * 


© is -3 


for repealing the Teſt, and eſtabliſhing a general Liber- 


ty of Conſcience; that the King durft not truſt a Par- 
liament; but encouraged by the Profeſſions of Loyal- 
ty given him by his Presbyterian Friends, went on with 
His diſpenſing Power. WY tro 


The Church-Clergy at that Time are allowed to 
have written the beſt Collection of Tracts againſt Po- 

ry that ever ared in Zneland; which are to this 
Day in the higheſt Eſteem. ' But, upon the ſtricteſt 
Enquiry, I could never hear of above one or two 
Papers publiſhed by the Presbyterians at that Time up- 
on. the ſame Subject. Seven great Prelates (he of 
Canterbury among the reſt) were ſent to the Tower, 
for preſenting a Petition, wherein they deſired to be 


excuſed in not obeying an illegal Command from the 


King. The Biſhop of Londen, Dr. Compton, was fum- 
moned to anſwer before the Commiſſioners for Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Affairs, for not ſuſpending Dr. Sharp (after- 
wards Archbiſhop of York) by the King's Command. 
If the Pregbyterians expreſſed the ſame Zeal _=_ - 


_ Occaſion," the Inftances of it are not as I can 


upon Record, or tranſmitted by Tradition. The pro- 
ccedings againſt Magdalen College in Oxford, for refu- 


ſing to comply with the King's Mandate for admitting 


a profeſs d Papiſt upon their Foundation, are a ſtand- 


ing Proof of the Courage and Firmneſs in Religion 


Hewn by that learned Society, to the Ruin of their 
Fortunes. The Presbyterians know very well, that I 
could produce many more Inſtances of the ſame kind. 
But theſe are enough in ſo ſhort a Paper as I intend 
at preſent. . 0 j „ var 3 ? , 1 ' 


It is indeed 8 true, that after King William was 
- ſettled on the Engli | 

to uppear, and offer their Credentials, and demand 

| Favour: and the new King having been originally 


jb Throne, the Presbyterians began 


pred a Calyinift, waz deſirous enough to make them 
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eaſy (if that would do it) by a legal Toleration ; al- 
though in his Heart he never bore much Affection to 
that Sect; nor deſigned to favour them further than 
as it ſtood with the preſent Scheme of Politicks: As I 
have long ſince been aſſured by the greateſt Men of 
Whig-Principles at that Time in England. 


It is likewiſe true, nor will be denied; that when 
the King was poſſeſſed of the Engliſh Crown; and the 
Remainder of the __— was left robe decided in 

this Kingdom; the Presbyterians wiſely choſe to joyn 
with the 1 Army, rather than with that of 
King James their old Friend, whoſe Affairs were then 
in a manner deſperate. They were wiſe enough to 
know, that this — divided againſt itſelf, could 
never prevail againſt the united Power of England. 
They fought pro aris & focis ; for their Eſtates and 
Religion; which latter will never ſuffer ſo much by 
the Church of England as by that of Rome, where 
they are counted Hereticks as well as we: And con- 
ſequently they had no other Game to play. But, 
what Merit they can build upon having joined with a 
Proteftant Army, under a King they acknowledged, to 
defend their own Liberties and Properties __ a 
Popiſh Enemy under an abdicated ny ; is, I confeſs 
to me abſolutely inconceivable ; and I believe will e- 
qually be ſo for ever, to any reaſonable Man. 


When theſe Sectaries were ſeveral Years ago ma- 
king the ſame Attempt for aboliſhing the Teſt, many 
groundleſs Reports were induſtriouff and ſeaſonably 
ipread of an Invaſion threatned by the Pretender, on 
the North of Ireland. At which Time the Presbyteri- 


ans in their Pamphlets argued in a menacing Manner, 

that if the Pretender ſhould invade "thoſe Parts of the 

Kingdom, where the Numbers and Eſtates of the Diſ- 

ſenters chiefly yy ; they would fit till, and let ws fight 
ice they were to reap no a +" f 
f FR | wha 


wr own Battles ; 
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which ever ſide - ſhould be Victors. If this were the 


Courſe they intended to take in ſuch a Caſe ; I deſire 
£0 know, how they could contrive ſafely to ſtand Neu- 


ters, otherwiſe than by a Compact with the Pretender 
And his Army, to ſupport their Neutrality, and pro- 


cect them againſt the Forces of the Crown ? Thus is 


a neceſſary Suppoſition ; becauſe otherwiſe they mult | 


have inevitably been a Prey to both. However, by 
this frank Declaration, they ſufficiently ſhewed their 
good Will; and confirmed the common 2 laid 
at their Door; that a Scottiſh or Northern Presbyterian 
Hates our Epiſcopal Eſtabliſhed Church, more than Po- 


ery it ſelf. And, the Reaſon tor this Hatred, is na- 


tural enough; becauſe it is the Church alone, that 
ſtands in the Way between them, aud Power; which 
\Pepery doth not. | | 


Upon this Occaſion J am in ſome doubt, whether 
Yea 1 of thoſe chimerical Invaſions, 
made a judicious Choice in fixing the Northern Parts 
of Ireland for that romantick Enterpri Nor, can - 
well underſtand the Wiſdom of the Presbyterians in 
countenancing and confirming thoſe Reports. Becauſe 


it ſeemed to caſt a moſt infamous Reflection upon the 


Loyalty and Religious Principles of their-whole Body.: 
| For if there had been any Truth in the Matter, the 


Conſequence muſt have heen allowed, that the Preten- 
der counted upon more Aſſiſtance trom his Father's 
Friends the Presbyteriaus, by .chufing to land in thoſe 


very Parts, where their Number, Wealth, and Power 


molt prevailed ; rather than among thoſe of his own 
Religion And therefore, in Charity to, this Se&, I 
rather incline to believe, that thoſe Re tts of an In- 
vaſion were formed and ſpread by the Race of ſmall 
Foliticians, in order to do a ſeaſonable Jobb. a 
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Es to Popery in general, which for athoufind Fears 
paſt hath been introducing and multiplyin Cortup- 
tions both in Doctrine and Diſcipline ; I look upon 


it to be the moſt abſurd Syſtem of Chriſtianity pro- 
teſſed by any Nation. But I cannot apprehend this 
Kingdom to be in much Danger from it. The Eſtates 


ot Papiſts are very few; crumbling into ſmall Parcels, 


and daily diminiſhing, Their common People are ſunk 
in Poverty, Ignorance, and Cowardice, and of as lit- 
tle Conſequenee as Women and Children. Their No- 
bility and Gentry are at leaſt by one half ruined, ba- 
niſhed, or converted: They all ſoundly feel the Smart 
of what they ſuffered in the laſt Iriſhb War. Some of 
them are already retired into foreign Countries; others 
as I am told, intend to follow them; and the reſt, E 
believe, to a Man, who ftill poſſeſs any Lands, are 


abſolutely determined never to hazard them again foo 


the Sake of eſtabliſhing their Superſtition, If it hath 
been thought fit, as ſome obſerve, to abate of the Laws 
Rigour againſt Popory in this Kingdom, I am confident 
it was done for very wiſe Reaſons, conſidering the Si- 
tuation of Affairs sf oor at different Times, and the 
Intereſt of the Proteſtant-Religion in general. And 
as I do not find the leaſt Fault in this Proceeding ; ſo 
I do not conceive why a ſunk diſcarded Party, who 
neither expect nor deſire any. thing more than a quiet 
Life; ſhould under the Names of High flyers, Fas- 
bites, and many other vile Appellations, he charged 
ſo often in Print, and at common. Tables, with en- 
deavouring to introduce Popery and the Pretender; while 
the Papiſts abhor them above all other Men, on Ac 
count of Severities againſt their Prieſts in Her late Ma- 
xſty's Reign; when the noc di cbanded Re e Party 
was in Power. This I was convinced of ſome Years 
ago by a long Journey into the Southern Parts; where 
I had the Curioſity to ſend for many Prieſts of the Fa- 
riſhes I paſſed through; and, to my great Satisfaction 


found them every where —— of 


(*) £ 
Eoyalty i the Tate King Geoige; for which'they gave 
me * above mentioned; at the fame Time 
complaining bitterly of the Hardſhips they ſuffered 
under the Gucen's laſt Miniſtry. | 


I return from this Digreſſion'ts the modeſt De- 
mands of the Presbyterians for a 2 of the Sacra · 
mental Teſt, as a Reward for their Merits at the Re- 

ation, and the Revolation; which Merits I have fairly 
repreſented as well as my Memory would allow me. 
It I have committed any Miſtakes they muſt be of lit- 
tle Moment. The Facts and principat Circumſtances 


are what I have ohtained and digeſted, from reading 


the Hiſtories of thoſe Times, written by each Party 
and many Thouſands have done the ſame as well as 1 
who I am ſure have in their Minds drawn the ſame 
Conclufions. . 


This is the Faction, and theſe the Men who are 
now reſuming their Applications, and giving in their 
Bills of Merit to both Kingdoms upon two Points, 


which of all others, they have the leaſt Pretenſions 


to offer. I have collected the Facts with all poſſible 
Impartiality, from the current Hiſtories of ,. thoſe 
Times; and have ſhewn, although very briefly, the 
gradual Proccedings of thoſe Sectaries under the De- 


nominations of Paritans, Presbyterians, and Indepen- 
* dants, for about the Space of an hundred and eight 


"Years, from the beginning of Queen Elizabeth to this 
reſent Time. But, notwithſtanding all that can be 
Eid, theſe very Schiſmaticks, (for ſuch they are in 
Temporals as well as Spirituals) are now again expec- 
ting, ſolliciting, and demanding, (not without inſinu- 
ated Threats, according to their Cuſtom) that the Par- 
liament ſhould fix them upon an equal Foot with the 
Church Eftabliſhed. I would fain know to what 
Branch of the Legiſlature they can have the Fore head 


te apply. Not to my Lords the Biſhops ; who muſt 


have 


| ( | 
have often read, how the Predeceſſors of this very Fac- 
tion, acting upon the ſame Principles, drove the whole 
Bench out of the Houſe ; who were then, and hither- 
to continue one of the three Ettates. Not to the Tem- 
poral Peers, the ſecond of the three Eftares; who im- 
mediately after thoſe rebellious Fanaticks had mur- 
dered their King, voted a Houſe of Lordsto be uſeleſs 
and dangerous, and would let them fir no longer, o- 
therwiſe ghan when elected as Commoners : Not to 
the Houſe of Commons; who. muſt. have heard, that 
in thoſe Fanatick Times the Presbyterian And Indepen- 
dant Commanders in the. Army, by military Powerg 
expclled all the moderate Men out of the. Houſe, and 
left a Rump to govern the Nation. Laſtly, not td the. 
Crown, which thoſe very Saints deftined to Rule the 
Earth, trampled under their Feet, and then in cold 
Blood murdered the Bleſſed Wearer: | 


But, the Seſſion now approaching, and a Clan of 
Diflenting Teachers come up to Town from their. 
Northern Head Quarters, accompanied by many of 
their Elders and Agents, and ſupported by a general 
. to ſollicit their Eftabliſhment, with a 

pacity of holding all. Military as well as Civil Em- 
ployments; I think it high Time, that this Paper: 
Mould ſee the Light. However, I cannot conclude 
without freely confeſſing, that if the Presbyterians ſhould 
obtain their Ends, I could not be ſorry to find them 
miſtaken in the Point which they have moſt at Heart 
by the repeal of the 76%; I mean the Benefit of Em- 
ployments For, after all, what Aſſurance can a+ 
Scotiſh Northern Diſſenter, born on Iriſb Ground, have, 
that he ſhall be treated with as much Favour as a 
TRUE SCOT born beyond the Tweed. 


„J am ready enough to believe that all I have ſaid 
will avail but little. I * the common * 


E8) 


other Men, when I think my ſelf bound hy all religi- 


* 


ous and civil Ties, to diſcharge my Conſcience, and 


to warn my Countrymen upon this important Occaſion, 
Ir is true, the Advocates for this Scheme promiſe a 
new World, after this bleſſed Work ſhall be complea- 
ted; that all Animoſities and Faction muſt immedi- 
ately drop: That the only Diſtinction in this King- 


dom will then be of Papiſt and Prore ſtauce. For, as to 


i his and Tory, High Church and Loew Church, Jacobite 
and Hannoverian, Court and Country Party, Bugliſb and 


Irie Intereſt, Diſſenters and Confumiſis, New Light . 


and Old Light, Anabaptift and Independant, Dnaker and 


Auggletonian, they will all meet and jumble together 
into a pefe& Harmony, at the Seſſions and Aſſizes, 


on the Bench and in the Revenues; and upon the 


whole, in all Civil and Military Truſt; not excepting 
the great Councils of the Nation. For it is wiſely- 


argued thus, That a Kingdom being no more than a 
larger Knot of Friends met together, it is againſt 
the Rules of good —_— to ſhut = Perſon out of 
the Company, except the Papiſts; who proleſs them 
mlves of — Club. . 1 


Tam at a Loſs to know what Arts the Presbyterian 
dect intends to uſe, in convineing the World of their 


Tbyalty to kingly Government; which long before 


the Prevalance, or even the Birth of their Indpendant 


Rivals, as toon as the King's Forces were overcome, 
declared their Principles to be againſt Monarchy, as 


well as Epiſcopacy and the Houſe of Lords, even till 


the King was reſtored e At which Event, although 


they wete forced to ſubmit to the preſent Power, yet 


I have not heard that they did ever, to this Day, re- 


nounce any one Principle by which their Predecefſors 
then acted ; yet this they have been challenged to do, 


or at leaſt to ſhew that others have done it for them, 
by a certain Doctor, who, as I am told, hath much 


© gas . ; will 


(19) „„ 
will be ready enough to inſinuate themſelves into any 
"Government: But, if they mean to be honeſt and up- 

right, they will and muſt endeavour by all Means, 
which they ſhall think lawful, to introduce and eſtab- 
liſh their own Scheme of Religion, as neareſt ap” 
. proaching to the Word of God, by cafting out all ſu- 
rſtitious Ceremonies, Eccleſiaſtical Titles, Habitz, 
iſtinctions, and Superiorities, as Rags of Popery; in 
order to a thorough Reformation; and, as in Charity 
bound, to promote the Salvation of their Countrymen: 
Wiſhing with St. Paul, that the whole Kingdom weve as 
"they are. But what Aſſurance will the ph 69" to give, 
that when their Sect ſhall become the National E- 
ſtabliſhed Worſhip, they will treat Us Disssxrz 
as we have — them. Was this their Courſe 
Proceeding during the Dominion of the Saints? Were 
not all the Remainders of the Epiſcopal Church, in 
thoſe Days, eſpecially the Clergy, under a Perſecu- 
tion for above a Dozen Years, equal to that of the 
primitive Chriftians under Heathen Emperors ? That 
this Proceeding was ſuitable to their Principles, is 
known enough; for many of their Preachers then writ 
Books expreſsly againſt allowing any Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, in a Religion different from their own; pro- 
ducing many Arguments to prove that Opinion; and 
among the reſt, one frequently inſiſted on; that 
nting ſuch a Liberty would be to eſtabliſh Iniquity 
14 a Law: Many of theſe Writings are yet to be 
ſeen; and, I hear, have been quoted by the Docter 


above mentioned. 


As to their great Obje&ion of proftituting that 
holy Inftitutton, the bleſſed Sacrament, by way ot a 
"Teſt, before Admittance into any Employment; I asle 
whether they would not be content to receive it aftes 
their own Manner, for the Office of a Judge, for _ 


of a Commiſſioner in the Revenue, for a 


. r a Regiment 
Hare, or to be a Lord Juſtice. I believe they — 


* 
: ( 30.) 
ſcruple it as little, as a = Grace before and afte 
Dinner; which they can ſay 

For, as I have been told, their Manner of taking 

Bread and Wine in their Conventicles, is performe 

with little more Solemnity than at their common Meals. 
And, therefore, ſince they look upon our Practice in 
receiving the Elements, to be idolatrous; they neither 
can, nor ought, in Conſcience, to allow us that Liber- 
ty, otherwiſe than by Connivance; and a bare Tole- 
ration, like what is permitted to the Papiſts. But, left 
eve ſbould offend them, I am ready to change this Teſt 
for another; although, I am afraid, that ſanQtified 
Reaſon is, by no Means, the Point where the Diffi- 
culty pinches; and 3 by pretended Church- 
men, as if they could be content with our believing, 
that the Impiety and Prophanation of making the Sa- 
erament a Teſt, were the only Objection. I there- 
fore propoſe, that before the preſent Law be repeal- 
ed, another may be enacted; That no Man _— 
receive any Employment, before he ſwears himſel 

to be a true Member of the Church of Ireland, in 


frequent, or communicate with any other Form of 
. Worſhip. It ſhall likewiſe be further enacted, that 
whoever offends, Cc. ſhall be fined five Hundred 
Pounds, impriſoned for a Year and a Day, and ren- 
dered incapable of all publick Truſtfar ever. Other- 
wiſe, I do inſiſt that thoſe pions, indulgent, external 
Profeſſors of our National Religion, ſhall either give 
up that fallacious hypocritical Reaſon fontaking off the 
Teſt; or freely confeſs, that they deſire to have a 


all, except that of ſwearing Loyalty to the King: 
Which, however, conſidering their Principles, with 
regard to Monarchy yer unrenounced ; might, if they 
would pleaſe to look deep enough into their own 
Hearts, prove a more bitter Teſt, than any other 
that the her hath yet inyentddd. 
OBS, Ra ²⁰˙ mw * 3 


” 
. 


For, 


bl 


without bending a Knee 


Doctrine and Diſcipline, &. and, that he will never 


Gate wide open for every Sect, without any Teft at 


: EG cou, | 
For, from the firſt Time that theſe Sectartes ap 
peared in the World, it hath been always found, 5 
their whole Proceeding, that they profeſſed an utter 


Hatred to kingly Government. I can recollect, ac 


preſent, three Civil Eſtabliſhments, where Calviniſts, 
and ſome other Reformers who rejected Epiſcopacys 
eſs rhe ſupreme Power; and, theſe are all Repub- 
icks; I mean, Holland, Geneva, and the reformed 
Sviſs Cantons. I do not ſay this in Diminution, or 
Diſgrace to Commonwealths ; wherein, J confeſs, I 
have much altered many Opinions under which I was 
_ educated, having been led by ſome Obſervation, long 
Experience, and a thorough Deteſtation for the Cor- 
ruptions of Mankind: Inſomuch, that I am now 
juſtly lyable to the Cenſure of Hobbs, who complains, 
that the Youth of England imbi be ill Opinions, from 
reading the Hiſtories of ancient Greece and Rome, 


thoſe renowned Scenes of Liberty and every Virtue. 
But, as to Monarchs; who muſt be 1 well 


to ſtudy and underſtand their own Intereſt; they will 
beſt conſider, whether thoſe People, who in all their 
Actions, Preachings, and Writings, have openly de- 
clared themſelves againſt Regal Power, are to be ſafe- 
ly placed in an equal Degree of Favour and Truſt, 
with thoſe who have been always found the true and 
only F riends to the Enzljb Eſtabliſhment. From 
which Conſideration, I could have added one more 
AT to my new Teſt, if I had thought it worth my 
ime. 3 33 68 „ 1 . Fi | 


I have _oun aſſured by ſome Perſons who were pre- 


ſent, that ſeveral of theſe Diſſenting Teachers, -upon 
their tirft Arrival hither to ſollicit the Repeal of the 


Teſt, were pleaſed to expreſs their Gratitude, by 


publickly drinking the Healths of certain eminent Pa- 
trons, whom they pretend to have found among us; 
if this be true, and that the Teſt muſt be delivered 
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up by the very Commanders appointed to defend it, 
* ffair is oy, in Effect ar an End. What 
ferret Reaſons thoſe Patrons may have given for ſach a 
Return of brotherly Love, I ſhall not inquire : For, 
© my Soul come not thou into their Secret, unte their Aſ- 
ſembly mine Honour be not thou united. For in their An- 
ger they flew a Man, and in their Self-wwill they digged 
Aren a Wall Curſed be their Anger, for it was fierce, 
and their Wrath, for it was cruel; I will divide them in 
Jacob, and ſcatter them in Iſrael. Rs. 
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Dublin, November 2, 153. 


HE Writings of the Reverend Dr. J. S. Dt 
| 8. P. D. were publiſhed ſix Years ago in Lon- 
don, in three 3 mingled with thoſe of 
ſome other Gentlemen his Friends. Neither is it eaſy 
to 2 the Authors of ſeveral Pieces contained 
In them. | 1 
But, beſides thoſe three Volumes, there are ſeverak 
Treatiſes relating to Ireland, that were firſt publiſhecł 
in this Kingdom, many of which are not contained in- 
the Drapier's Leiters. 
It bath been long wiſhed, by ſeveral Perſons of 
| . 7 and Diſtinction, that a new compleat Edition 
of this Author's Works, ſhould be printed by itſelf. 
But this can no where be done ſo conyeniently as in 
Ireland, where Bookſollers cannot pretend to any Proper- 
ty in what they publiſh, either by Law or Caſtor. 
This is therefore to give Notice, that the Under= 
raker, George Faulkner, Printer, in Eſſex-ftreet, is now 
printing, by Subſcription, all the Works that are ge- 
nerally allowed to have been written by the ſaid Dr. S. 
in four Volumes; which are now in the Preſs, at 17 s.- 
and 4d. bound, beautifally printed on a fine Paper 
in Odlavo, and ſhall be delivered to the Subſcribers by 
the 25th of March next: Eight Engliſb Shillings to he 
paid at the Time of ſubſcribing, and the Remainder 
at the Delivery of a compleat Set. Whoever ſub» 
ſeribes for fix Copies, ſhall have a Seventh gratis. 


The firſt Volume ſhall contain the Proſe Part of the 


Author's Miſcellanies, printed many Years ago in Len- 

don and Dublin; together with ſeveral other 'Treatiſes- 

fince publiſhed in ſmall Papers, or in the three Vo- 

_ ſer out and ſigned Jonathan Swift, and Alexan- 
oþe. 

The ſecond Volume ſhall contain the Author's poe- 

tical-Works, all joined together; with many _ 


= Poems; that have hitherto only gone about in Many- 
ſcript. 3 : : | 
The third Volume ſhall contain the Travels of Capr. 
Lemwel Gulliver, in four Parts, wherein many Alteras 
tions made by the London Printers will be ſet ri ht, 
and ſeveral Omiſſions inſerted. Which Alterations 
and Omiſſions were without the Author's Knowledge, 
and much to his Diſpleaſure, as we have learned from 
an intimate Friend of the Author's, who in his own Co- 
py: tranſcribed in blank Paper, the ſeveral Paragraphs 
omitted, and ſettled the Alterations and Changes ac- 
cording to the original Copy | 
The laſt Volume ſhall contain the Author's Letters, 
written under the Name of M. B. Drapier; with two 
additional Ones never printed before; and likewiſe 
ſeveral Papers relating to Ireland, acknowledged to be 
of the ſame Author. | 
In this Edition, the god Errors committed by the 
Printers, both here and in London, ſhall be faithfully 
corrected ; the true Original, in the Author's own 
Hand having been communicated to us by a F er. 
in whom the Author much confided, and who ha 
Leave to correct his own printed Copies from the Au- 
thor's moſt finiſhed Manuſcripr, where ſeveral Chan- 
ges were made, not only in the Style, but in other 
material Circumſtances. | 
N. B. A compleat Edition of the Author's Works 
can never be printed in England; becauſe ſome of 
them were publiſhed without his Knowledge or Li- 
Ling, and conſequently belong to different Proprie- 
tors; and likewiſe, becauſe as they now ſtand, they 
are mingled with thoſe of other Gentlemen his Friends. 
The Author's Effigies, curiouſly engraven by Mr. 
Vertue, ſhall be prefixed to each Volume. There will 
alſo be ſeveral other Cuts, proper to the Work. | 
Subſcriptions will be taken till the latter End of 
December, and no longer. | 
N. B. After the Subſcribers are ſerved, no other 
Perſons ſhall have the Works for leſiꝭ than a Guinea. 


